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WESTERN BUTLER COUNTY AUTHORITY 
607 MARKET STREET 

ZELIENOPLE, PA  16063 
 (724) 452-5501 

 

Regular Meeting Minutes - April 11, 2019 
 

CALL TO ORDER:   

 

A quorum was reached, and after reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Chairman Thomas Tomayko 

called the April 11, 2019 meeting of the Western Butler County Authority Board of Directors to 

order at 7:02 p.m. 

PRESENT ON ROLL CALL: 

 

The following board members were in attendance:   

 

Ed Eckenrode,  

Paul J. Kremer Jr. 

Ron Lutz 

Tim Kenney 

Greg Such 

Thomas Tomayko  

Dave Weber 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

 

Manager Autumn Heckathorn 

Solicitor Matt Racunas 

Consulting Engineer Chad Hanley 

Dylan Casey of HRG 

Facilities Supervisor Keith Warner 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Tom Zinkham was absent. 

REORGANIZATION MEETING: 

The Board held a brief reorganization meeting before the regular board meeting. John Vagias, 

who represented Lancaster Township, resigned from the Board in March 2019, creating a 

vacancy for Vice Chairman. 

Ron Lutz nominated Ed Eckenrode as Vice Chairman, seconded by Tom Tomayko. The motion 

carried with a unanimous vote. 
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The Board also reviewed the committee appointments for the benefit of the two new members, 

Tim Kenney and Dave Weber, along with the meeting schedule for each committee.  Paul 

Kremer will replace John Vagias as chair of the Administrative Review Committee. 

In a motion made by Ed Eckenrode and seconded by Greg Such, the Board adjourned the 

reorganization meeting at 7:07 p.m. and commenced with the regular board meeting. 

 

VISITORS: 

 

No visitors were in attendance. 

MINUTES:   

In a motion made by Greg Such and seconded by Ron Lutz, the Board of Directors unanimously 

approved the March 14, 2019, Regular Meeting Minutes. 

BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

A list of bills in the amount of $95,100.73 was presented to the Board of Directors in the form of 

an Expense by Vendor summary with checks dated April 11, 2019. Manager Autumn Heckathorn 

answered questions the board members had regarding the bills.   

 

Ron Lutz made a motion to approve all bills for payment, seconded by Greg Such. The motion 

carried in a roll call vote, with Tim Kenney voting yes on all bills with the exception of State 

Pipe Services, from which he abstained.  

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY: 

 

The Secretary had nothing to report. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES: 

Personnel Committee  

 

• The Authority’s most recent hire passed his 90-day probation and now is eligible for 

benefits. 

Finance Committee 

 

• Ron Lutz moved to transfer $250,000 from the General Fund to pay down a portion of 

the debt on the Authority's existing loan, seconded by Ed Eckenrode. The vote passed 

with a unanimous roll call vote.  

 

Facilities Maintenance Committee  

 

The Committee had nothing to report. 
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Administrative Review Committee  

 

The Committee had nothing to report. 
 

REPORT OF THE SOLICITOR: 

 

The Solicitor highlighted the following report items: 

 

• Resolved litigation for the damage to Tollgate Road 

 

• Drafted the Note and repayment schedule for the Zelienople Parks Board  

 

• Drafted a satisfaction of a municipal lien filed in 2009 against the Arden Development 

 

• Reviewed Sewage Service Construction Agreement and Escrow Agreement for Jackson 

Pointe Phase III 

 

• Reviewed as-builts for the Sipple development 

 

• Reviewed the Scenic Ridge Line of Credit 

 

• Continued to examine issues surrounding electric service 

 

• Researched issues relating to a possible private partnership with Xylem 

 

• Filed documents relating to execution on the four judgements that were obtained; the 

Magistrate should begin the levy process soon. 

 

REPORT OF THE ENGINEER: 

 

The Engineer highlighted the following report items: 

 

• Presented the completed Wasteload Management Report. The Board discussed the report 

findings.  

 

• Prepared final draft of the Authority’s Annual Report 

 

• Assisted the Authority with reporting of the Harmony Junction force main break 

 

• Transmitted letter to Brian Lindaur of Goehring, Rutter & Beohm regarding the sanitary 

facilities and easement along the Manheim Property installed by Sippel Development Co. 

The letter addressed deficiencies in the current submittal, and specified the as-built 

requirements and processes required before WBCA accepts the facilities. 

 

• Presented the proposal to begin design and permitting of the Herman Pump Station 
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Replacement, with the intent to begin construction in 2020. The total cost is estimated at 

$1,100,000 to $1,200,000. 

 

Ed Eckenrode made a motion to accept HRG’s Herman Pump Station proposal for the 

replacement of the Herman Pump Station at a cost of $92,750 and $11,000 for a 

geotechnical investigation, seconded by Paul Kremer. The motion carried with a 

unanimous roll call vote. 

 

• Sewage Facilities Planning Act 537: Received the first data dump from the February 

recording period. The Engineer recommended that the Authority continue metering 

through May 2019 in the hope of recording a major rain event.  

 

Paul Kremer motioned to authorize Drnac Environmental to extend metering for an 

additional month at a cost of $11,860, seconded by Ron Lutz. The motion carried in a 

unanimous vote. 

 

• Developer Projects:   

 

o Spring Valley offsite portion construction is underway and a walkthrough 

inspection completed on April 10 

 

o Attended pre-construction meeting April 5 for Arden Woods to discuss offsite 

portion 

 

o Reviewed final set of construction plans for sanitary sewer installation of the 

Meinert Sewer Extension, but they did not address the additional depth request 

along Route 19 

 

o Received a resubmission of the Foxwood Trail pump station design and preparing 

a second comment letter 

 

REPORT OF THE MANAGER: 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

 

• Maher Duessel began its municipal audit  

 

• The State will audit the Authority’s Safety Committee in late April 

 

• The Manager withdrew her proposal for eliminating customer drop-box service based on 

Board feedback and the number of customers who utilize them. 

 

• Several Authority employees attended a flagger certification course 

 

• The Jackson Ridge development lines and maintenance bond have been accepted; 
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presently closing the escrow account and refunding money 

 

FACILITIES 

 

• The Seneca Valley Pump Station mission communication remote terminal unit failed; a 

new one was ordered and installed. Also, the access road trees and brush were trimmed. 

 

• Harmony Pump Station stairwell was painted 

 

• The Insight Pipe CIPP Capital Project lining portion is complete; lateral grouting must be 

completed 

 

SEWER SYSTEM REPORT 

 

• Harmony Junction pump station experienced a force main break on March 25 near 

German Street in Jackson Township. A leak was discovered and bypass pumping was 

immediately put in place. Barbish Excavating dug up the line and Authority personnel 

repaired the line. The Manager contacted the Department of Environmental Protection to 

inform of the break and followed up with the Northwest Regional Office. 

 

• Spring Valley final walk through is set for April; punch items still need to be completed 

 

• Jackson Trails construction began in March and on-site inspection is ongoing 

 

• The Manager reported that at the conclusion of the first quarter of 2019, the Authority 

brought in $45,000 in inspection service income, which covers the cost of hiring an 

additional full-time employee to conduct inspections. 

 

• Walnut Ridge on-site construction is complete; air and mandrel tests were performed, but 

have not yet passed inspection 

 

• Arden Woods offsite construction began in April. 

 

Dave Weber motioned to accept the Arden Woods Residential Developer’s Agreement, 

seconded by Ed Eckenrode. The motion carried in a unanimous vote. 

 

Dave Weber motioned to accept the Arden Woods Duplex Developer’s Agreement, 

seconded by Ron Lutz. The motion carried in a unanimous vote. 

 

• Brookview Farms Phase II on-site construction and air and mandrel tests are complete. 

 

PAST DUE ACTIVITY 

 

On March 20, 2019, a total of 24 customers failed to respond to the 30-day past due notification 

and were posted for water shut-off. Payment was due on or before April 4, 2019. Only customers 
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on a public water service are included for shut off. Customers with a balance in excess of $20 

who are 60 days past due are included. Accurate data was unavailable for January and February 

as a result of the rate code change. 

 

  Zelienople  Jackson  Lancaster  Harmony  Total 

 December 2018  $25,476.70  -$2,514.80  $2,721.28  $6,966.33  $32,649.52 

 March 2019  $14,933.06  $3,811.52  $212.09  $2,373.04  $21,329.71 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

No old business was discussed. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

• The Manager discussed the need for an additional administrative employee and an 

additional Authority vehicle. Employees are currently using their own vehicles to travel 

offsite. The Manager recommended an additional SUV because they can accommodate 

personnel and equipment. Mr. Kremer raised the concern of the liability issue if an 

employee is involved in an accident while performing Authority business. The Solicitor 

said that the employees’ insurance will be utilized.  

 

• Dave Weber complimented those involved in repairing the Harmony Junction pump 

station force main break. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  

 

The Board entered an executive session at 8:31 p.m. and exited at 8:49 p.m. 

  

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

As there was no further business to discuss, Ron Lutz motioned to adjourn, seconded by Greg 

Such, and the April 11, 2019 Regular Meeting adjourned at 8:49 p.m. 

  

Respectfully Submitted,   

 

Nicole Peffer, Recording Secretary 

Western Butler County Authority  


