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WESTERN BUTLER COUNTY AUTHORITY 

607 MARKET STREET 

ZELIENOPLE, PA  16063 

PHONE: (724) 452-5501 
 

Regular Meeting Minutes - October 17, 2019 
 

CALL TO ORDER:   

 

A quorum was reached, and after reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Chairman Thomas Tomayko 

called the Oct. 17, 2019 meeting of the Western Butler County Authority Board of Directors to 

order at 7 p.m. 

PRESENT ON ROLL CALL: 

 

The following board members were in attendance:   

 

Ed Eckenrode 

Paul J. Kremer Jr. 

Ron Lutz 

Tim Kenney 

Greg Such 

Thomas Tomayko 

Dave Weber 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

 

Manager Autumn Heckathorn 

Solicitor Matt Racunas 

Consulting Engineer Chad Hanley 

Dylan Casey from HRG 

Facilities Supervisor Keith Warner 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Tom Zinkham 

 

VISITORS: 

 

No visitors were in attendance. 

MINUTES:   

In a motion made by Ed Eckenrode and seconded by Ron Lutz, the Board of Directors 
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unanimously approved the Sept. 12, 2019, Regular Meeting Minutes, as amended. 

BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

A list of bills in the amount of $78,921.53 was presented to the Board of Directors in a Expenses 

by Vendor Summary with checks dated Oct. 17, 2019. Manager Autumn Heckathorn answered 

questions that board members had regarding the bills.   

 

In a motion made by Greg Such and seconded by Ed Eckenrode, the Western County Authority 

Board of Directors unanimously approved all of the bills for payment as presented by the 

Manager in a Expenses by Vendor Summary with checks dated Oct. 17, 2019. Tim Kenney 

abstained from voting on State Pipe Services. 

 

The Board and the Manager reviewed the Profit & Loss Previous Year Comparison. 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY: 

 

The Secretary had nothing to report. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES: 

Personnel Committee  

 

The Committee highlighted the following report items: 

 

• Personnel reviews will take place and be distributed to Committee members in late 

November or early December. 

 

• An approximate 5% increase is anticipated for 2020 medical insurance; the Manager is 

reviewing options. 

 

• Lancaster Township representative Tom Zinkham submitted his letter of resignation. 

Board members discussed an appropriate gift to honor more than 25 years of service to 

WBCA.  

 

In a motion made by Greg Such and seconded by Ed Eckenrode, the Board unanimously 

voted to approve the purchase of a $300 BiLo gift card to commemorate Tom Zinkham’s 

many years of service. 

Finance Committee 

 

The Committee highlighted the following report items: 

 

• In September, the Board voted to roll the Authority’s existing Certificates of Deposit into 

a new five-month CD and reinvest the interest in a third five-month CD Certificate of 

Deposit. Ron Lutz reported that by the time the Committee acted on the motion, the CD 
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rates had dropped. Nonetheless, the Committee deposited the funds into the CDs. 

 

• Because the Authority is performing better than budgeted, the Committee recommended 

allocating $250,000 in profit to paying down the debt. The Manager raised the concern of 

two unexpected expenses: a blower failure at a cost of approximately $22,000, and 

substantial leaking in the administration building roof.  

 

In a motion made by Paul Kremer and seconded by Ron Lutz, the Board voted 

unanimously to allocate $250,000 to pay down the Authority’s debt. 

 

• The bad debt register will be distributed to the Board for review during the November 

meeting. 

 

• The Committee will meet November 6, 2019. 

 

Facilities Maintenance Committee  

 

The Committee will meet at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 19, 2019, to review the treatment plant upgrade. 

 

Administrative Review Committee  

 

The Committee had nothing to report. 
 

REPORT OF THE SOLICITOR: 

 

The Solicitor highlighted the following report items: 

 

• Reviewed and researched land development issues for the Herman pump station project. 

Preparation of required applications with the Engineer for Zelienople Borough continues. 

The Solicitor said he will continue working with the Manager and Engineer on projects as 

long as necessary until the Authority names a new Solicitor. 

 

• Drafted a cash escrow in lieu of bonding for the Villas at Spring Valley development. 

 

• Received the title reports for Spruce Street properties. 

  

REPORT OF THE ENGINEER: 

 

The Engineer highlighted the following report items: 

 

• Herman Pump Station: In the process of arranging a meeting with Zelienople Borough 

to discuss the scope of a land development submission and what building and demolition 

permits are needed. Also arranging the geo tech drilling, specifically the boring at the 

center of the wet well and the railroad crossing, and coordinated with both property 

owners. 
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• Water Quality Management Permit submission process should be complete soon. 

  

• Act 537 Plan: The Department of Environmental Protection presented its preliminary 

effluent limits for the proposed size of WBCA’s expanded waste water treatment plant 

(4.5 million gallons per day). A .5 phosphorus limit will be imposed, and discussion 

ensued regarding how to meet the challenges this limit presents. The Manager said the 

Facilities Committee will research treatment processes that do not rely on chemical 

treatment. The Engineer said HRG will review and present alternatives during the 

upcoming Committee meeting. 

 

• Roof Replacement: Presented a proposal for replacing the administration building roof. 

In the interim, staff will patch leaks as they are found. The design and bidding documents 

will cost $6,200; building permit application will cost $1,750; and the bidding phase 

services will cost $2,500. The total cost of the project is projected to be $80,000 to 

$90,000. The projected timeframe is three to four weeks for bidding, and four to five 

months before work begins.  

 

In a motion made by Dave Weber and seconded by Ron Lutz, the Board unanimously 

approved the Engineer’s proposal for the design and bidding process for the replacement 

of the Administration Building roof at a total cost of $10,450. 

 

• Emergency Blower Replacement: The Engineer designated the blower as an emergency 

situation, enabling the Authority to avoid a lengthy bidding process. The Manager 

explained that if a second blower were to become inoperable, it could result in the 

anaerobic treatment process to become compromised or lost. The plant would be in 

violation of the NPDS permit and require the purchase of new microbes and other 

additional costs. Total Equipment Co. placed a bid for $21,140, not including freight, to 

replace the blower.  

 

In a motion made by Paul Kremer and seconded by Greg Such, the Board voted 

unanimously to approve the purchase of a replacement blower from Total Equipment Co. 

at a cost of $21,140, plus freight costs. 

 

• Foxwood Trails Pump Station: DEP does not have any further comments on the Water 

Quality Management Permit. 

 

REPORT OF THE MANAGER: 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

 

• Greg Semmel requested that the Authority include a Friends of the Library flyer with the 

WBCA PR mailing, at their expense. The mailing has a blank fourth page that could 

accommodate the request. The Manager said it was more cost effective for the library, 

and provides access to an expanded mailing list.  
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In a motion made by Dave Weber and seconded by Greg Such, the Board unanimously 

voted to include Friends of the Library information on the back page of the WBCA PR 

mailer. 

 

• In a motion by Ed Eckenrode and seconded by Greg Such, the Board unanimously voted 

to hold the annual WBCA Christmas Party at 6 p.m. Dec. 12, 2019, at North Park 

Lounge, Cranberry, with a budget of $2,000. The Board will extend the invitation to 

current employees’ spouses or significant others. 

 

• In a motion made by Paul Kremer and seconded by Ed Eckenrode, the Board 

unanimously voted to approve the purchase of Christmas hams for employees and retired 

employees at a cost of $35 each.  

 

• The Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System minimum municipal obligation is 

anticipated to be $51,387. 

 

• The Manager received correspondence from Joan Wolfe of Zelienople Community Pool 

Association regarding its sewer bill. The letter indicated that a suspected leak occurred, 

and she requested a meeting with WBCA to determine a satisfactory method of 

accounting for water discharged to the sanitary sewer system.  

 

The Manager explained that evaporation might have been a factor, and that it is difficult 

to calculate. Mr. Lutz suggested that the onus is on the customer to prove there was a 

leak. Greg Such recommended that the Association install a meter, as this is the only 

method to determine what is entering the sanitary sewer system. The Manager explained 

that the Association rejected that option previously. The Board determined that the 

Association must provide evidence of a leak and calculations requested in order to move 

forward.  

 

FACILITIES 

 

The Manager did not highlight any report items during the meeting. 

 

SEWER SYSTEM REPORT 

 

• In a motion made by Ron Lutz and seconded by Dave Weber, the Board unanimously 

voted to approve Release Request #1 for Spring Valley Phase 2 in the amount of 

$43,079.31, leaving a remaining balance of $74,147.32. 

 

• In a motion made by Ron Lutz and seconded by Ed Eckenrode, the Board unanimously 

voted to approve Release Request #2 for Jackson Trails in the amount of $15,556.50, 

leaving a remaining balance of $119,573.75. 

 

• In a motion made by Ed Eckenrode and seconded by Ron Lutz, the Board unanimously 

voted to approve Release Request #1 for Arden Woods Phase 1 RCAP in the amount of 
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$31,990, leaving a remaining balance of $280,915. 

 

• In a motion made by Ed Eckenrode and seconded by Greg Such, the Board unanimously 

voted to approve Release Request #2 for Arden Woods Phase 7 in the amount of 

$33,708.20, leaving a remaining balance of $16,000. 

 

PAST DUE ACTIVITY 

 

On Sept. 27, 2019, a total of 41 customers failed to respond to the 30-day past due notification 

and were posted for water shut-off. Payment was due on or before Aug. 5, 2019. Only customers 

on a public water service are included for shut off. Customers with a balance in excess of $20 

who are 60 days past due are included. Approximately $20,000 is considered bad debt. 

 

  Zelienople  Jackson  Lancaster  Harmony  Total 

 August 2019  $23,733.30  $7,747.20  $1,350.42  $6,853.15  $39,684.07 

 September 2019  $23,357.99  $8,134.79  $1,415.28  $7,234.15  $40,142.21 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

No old business was discussed. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

• With Tom Zinkham’s resignation, escrow checks will need to be re-signed. 

 

• Four Requests for Proposal for solicitor were received. Only one firm has met with the 

Manager thus far. The goal is to meet the candidates and award a contract during the 

meeting on Nov. 14, 2019. 

  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

The Board entered Executive Session at 7:19 p.m. to discuss a gift for Mr. Zinkham and exited at 

7:22 p.m.  

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

As there was no further business to discuss, Ed Eckenrode motioned to adjourn, seconded by 

Greg Such, and the Oct. 17, 2019 Regular Meeting adjourned at 8:41 p.m. 

  

Respectfully Submitted,   

 

Nicole Peffer, Recording Secretary 

Western Butler County Authority  


