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WESTERN BUTLER COUNTY AUTHORITY 

607 MARKET STREET 

ZELIENOPLE, PA  16063 

PHONE: (724) 452-5501 
 

Regular Meeting Minutes - August 8, 2019 
 

CALL TO ORDER:   

 

A quorum was reached, and after reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Chairman Thomas Tomayko 

called the August 8, 2019 meeting of the Western Butler County Authority Board of Directors to 

order at 7 p.m. 

PRESENT ON ROLL CALL: 

 

The following board members were in attendance:   

 

Ed Eckenrode,  

Paul J. Kremer Jr.,  

Ron Lutz,  

Tim Kenney, 

Greg Such, 

Thomas Tomayko,  

Dave Weber,  

Thomas Zinkham 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

 

Manager Autumn Heckathorn 

Solicitor Cary Fross 

Consulting Engineer Chad Hanley 

Dylan Casey of HRG 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

No members were absent. 

 

VISITORS: 

 

No visitors were in attendance. 

MINUTES:   

In a motion made by Ron Lutz and seconded by Tom Zinkham, the Board of Directors 
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unanimously approved the July 11, 2019, Regular Meeting Minutes, as amended. 

BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

A list of bills in the amount of $98,658.30 was presented to the Board of Directors in the form of 

and Expenses by Vendor summary with checks dated August 8, 2019. Manager Autumn 

Heckathorn answered questions that board members had regarding the bills.   

 

In a motion made by Tom Zinkham and seconded by Ron Lutz, the Western County Authority 

Board of Directors unanimously approved all of the bills for payment as presented by the 

Manager in Expenses by Vendor summary with checks dated August 8, 2019. Tim Kenney, voted 

yes, but abstained from voting on the bill for State Pipe Services. 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY: 

 

The Secretary had nothing to report. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES: 

Personnel Committee  

 

The Committee highlighted the following items: 

 

• Lab supervisor Tom Soltesz experienced an illness and was off sick for a week. 

 

• Three employees are now qualified to drive the Authority’s tank trucks. 

 

Finance Committee 

 

The Committee had nothing to report. 

 

Facilities Maintenance Committee  

 

Greg Such and the Manager discussed the property and zoning issues associated with the 

Herman Pump Station project.  

 

The Manager said that she and the Solicitor planned to attend the Aug. 28th Zelienople Borough 

Zoning Hearing Board meeting, along with John Kline and Samantha Cobb. The Authority must 

apply for several variances with the zoning board. In addition, the Authority must apply for a 

conditional use variance with Zelienople Borough Council. 

 

Shelly Kaltenbaugh of the zoning board said the Authority would not be permitted to subdivide 

the parcel unless there was frontage on West New Castle Street, because it is land locked. At that 

point, the Manager advised Jeff Rober (HRG) that it was not worth the effort and cost to pursue 

that option, and so they moved in the direction of a long-term lease with the property owner 

(BNZ Materials), to which they were agreeable.  
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The Manager said that if the variances are not granted and must be appealed in court, the 

Authority is not permitted to provide new information other than what was presented during that 

zoning hearing meeting. If this happens, this would set the project back a year. The Committee 

will keep the Board apprised of the outcome of the meeting. 

Administrative Review Committee  

 

Paul Kremer reported highlights from the July 30, 2019, meeting, during which the Committee 

reviewed the first section of definitions and discussed making revisions to Authority’s Rules and 

Regulations. The Manager wants to meet in person so everyone is familiar with the process. 

Moving forward, the committee will continue the work and reconvene in person as needed. The 

goal is to have revisions completed by the end of the year. 
 

REPORT OF THE SOLICITOR: 

 

Cary Fross highlighted the following items: 

 

• Worked with the Manager and the Engineer on the upcoming variance hearing in 

Zelienople Borough for the Herman Pump Station project.  

 

• Worked with Manager regarding the location of electric lines in relation to Authority 

sanitary lines in Brookview Farms Phase 2. 

 

• Drafted an escrow letter and agreement for Arden Woods Phase 7. 

 

REPORT OF THE ENGINEER: 

 

The Engineer highlighted the following items: 

 

• Met with the Administration Review Committee and WBCA staff to begin review of 

changes proposed to the Authority’s Rules and Regulations. 

 

• The present challenges related to the Herman Pump Station project are not engineering 

based, but rather zoning and property based. Usually, utilities are exempt from these 

types of requirements (lot sizes, setbacks etc.) Because the Authority wants to place the 

station on an easement rather than a leased parcel or a subdivided parcel should be 

helpful in overcoming these challenges. 

 

Ron Lutz asked whether purchasing property and placing a station on the west side of the 

stream was an option. The Engineer said that area is too topographically challenging and 

not optimal for constructing a pump station. The most feasible option was to go further 

down on the east side of the stream, but that would still present the same type of zoning 

challenges. 

 

The Manager said the Borough asked whether the Authority could build the new pump 
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station on the same location as the existing pump station. She said she explained the 

difficulty and high cost of such a project and that the Authority would have to borrow 

against the project and redistribute the debt to the customer base it is serving, i.e. 

Zelienople Municipal Airport, Halstead Boulevard and Rosewood Development. That 

gives the Borough incentive to work with the Authority because it will impact only their 

customer base.  

 

• HRG continues to refine the Act 537 Plan based on the flow monitoring study. The 

analysis is for a 4.5 MGD (million-gallons-per-day) facility, with peak days of 18 million 

gallons with a peak instantaneous capacity of around 24 million gallons. Currently, they 

are examining expansion options that can be carried out in phases. 

 

The Manager pointed out that once the Authority exceeds 5 MGD threshold, it will be 

required to become a Class A facility that operates 24 hour per day, seven days per week. 

The Authority currently does not have the staffing to support such an operation. She and 

the Engineer have discussed implementing a phasing approach to accommodate current 

and future demands. She said it is beneficial to spend time and energy now to plan 

expansions of each phase, so the design is there for the future.  

 

Dave Weber asked how far out a 4.5 MGD would need to be built. The Engineer said 20 

to 25 years. The Manager said that, based on the study, there should not be a lot of new 

inflow and infiltration, so a wet weather capacity of 18-to-24 MGD should be sufficient 

for a 4.5 MGD plant.  

 

The Engineer said that the final plan approved by the Authority will include what type of 

plant technology it wants to implement.  

 

• Ron Lutz requested an update of the Meinert sewer extension in Lancaster Township. The 

Engineer said that Township installed casing pipe, and HRG conducted an inspection.  

 

Ed Eckenrode asked whether there would be enough capacity if the Meinert property 

were sold. The Engineer said it was a good decision to dig the line deeper.  

 

• The next station to address is Harmony Pump Station. The Engineer said recommended 

upgrades will be detailed in the Act 537 Plan.  

 

• Jackson Township is moving on approvals for Creekside Commons, and the Engineer is 

expecting early submissions. The Manager added that developers had planned to utilize 

several duplex systems (two series grinder pumps, with a capacity of 14,500 gallons per 

day). She also said that the Authority will not take over low pressure systems associated 

with a duplex system. That will need to be managed by a Home Owners Association. The 

developer is aware of this, but is pursuing the implementation of a duplex system 

nonetheless. 

 

• The Foxwood Trail Pump Station planning module is still awaiting approval. 
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• Ed Eckenrode requested an update of the Belsterling development. The Manager said a 

building has been erected, but the developer has not yet contacted the Authority for an 

inspection or to schedule a final walk-through.  

 

Ron Lutz asked whether the disposition of the line has been resolved between Belsterling 

and Sippel. The Manager said it has for Belsterling, but not for Sippel. Doug Sippel 

signed a legal document for the Department of Environmental Protection declaring that 

he is responsible for the line until it is turned over to the Authority. DEP would not 

approve the planning module for Belsterling until Sipple turned over the lines. The 

developers’ time lines were not synchronized, hence the documentation from Sippel 

specifying that he is responsible for the collection system. 

 

REPORT OF THE MANAGER: 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

 

• The Manager submitted waste hauler renewal and was granted approval. 

 

• The Manager and Evan George were accepted into a GIS program and will begin classes 

in August. The Authority purchased Arc GIS and would benefit from having someone in-

house who understands and knows how to use it. 

 

Ron Lutz asked if Evan were to become certified, would he be compensated. The 

Manager said they should be able to complete the certification in about a year, so the 

matter could be revisited at that time.  

 

Paul Kremer asked whether the Manager or Evan would have time to integrate GIS into 

their current workload. The Manager explained that as the Authority expands, that 

responsibility could be undertaken by another employee that has yet to be hired, or that 

they would rely on HRG for support. Evan was a logical choice because he has an 

aptitude for technology and has been involved with GIS since its inception at WBCA. 

 

Dave Weber asked whether they would do the coursework during work hours. The 

Manager said a combination of both on and off work hours, but the regular work load has 

to be met first and foremost.  

 

Tim Kenney asked the Engineer what HRG does for GIS. The Engineer said HRG hasn’t 

done much, merely helped with field work. The Manager explained that the Authority 

previously worked with GEO Precision, which was bought out by HMT, and the 

representative the Authority worked with was no longer employed there. Thus, the need 

arose to manage GIS in-house.  

 

• The motion to address bad debt was tabled because the Solicitor is still examining 

parcels.  
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• The Manager contacted Indian Brave Campground about proposed sewer cap 

replacements, but have not received a response yet. 

 

• The Manager attended a PA One Call meeting. The PA One Call law is enforced by the 

Public Utility Commission. Previously, some requirements for municipalities were not 

governed by the PUC. There are some interactions the Manager and the Solicitor are 

examining in the interest of protecting the Authority. Toward that effort, they are working 

with PA One Call to offer training sessions to anyone interested.  

 

The Manager reached out to all municipalities and scheduled two training sessions for 

Aug. 21. The plan is to continue hosting these free meetings to prevent incidents such as 

manholes being paved over by contractors for Ryan Homes. With the new PA One Call 

law, if the Authority has knowledge of such occurrences, it is supposed to file an alleged 

violation report. She said she would rather provide training and work with subcontractors 

rather than reporting them for alleged violations. 

 

• The Manager proposed the installation of a Wet Well Wizard to mitigate odor issues from 

the wet well at the Seneca Valley and Harmony Junction pump stations. It is a forced-air 

agitation device situated approximately 26 inches over the inlet of a pump so it does not 

cause cavitation. The benefits of installation include reduction of hydrogen sulfide and 

odor issues, increased dissolved oxygen and oxidation-reduction potential, and reduction 

of corrosive properties of wastewater stream. The Board viewed a YouTube video 

demonstrating the Wet Well Wizard. Afterward, the Manager and Facilities Supervisor 

answered questions the Board had about the unit and installation. 

 

Tim Kenney asked whether a warranty accompanies the unit, and if staff installed it 

whether that would void it. The Manager said she did not know, but that Reliant 

recommends the unit be installed by staff, and supposed that it should not void the 

warranty.  

 

Tom Tomayko asked about the unit’s life expectancy. The Manager explained that the 

unit is new to the market. Another sewer authority in the region had to replace gauges 

after installation, but it was satisfied enough with its performance to purchase another 

unit. 

 

In a motion made by Dave Weber and seconded by Ed Eckenrode, the Board 

unanimously approved purchasing and installing a Reliant Wet Well Wizard at a cost of 

$7,804, which includes the unit plus a fiberglass weather enclosure, for installation at 

Harmony Junction Pump Station. 

 

TREATMENT PLANT 

 

• The Wagner electric effluent pump #4 was rewired, because the previous wiring would 

not support the new motor. 
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• DRV Inc. carried out bi-annual preventative maintenance. 

 

SEWER SYSTEM REPORT 

 

• Scenic Ridge has not met the terms of the sewer service agreement, and all phases have 

issues. The topic will be reviewed during the September meeting after these items have 

been reviewed by the Solicitor.  

 

• Arden Woods offsite construction is moving forward. The set aside agreements for Phase 

1 and Phase 7 have been prepared.  

 

The Phase 1 escrow deposit is $46,935.73 (15% of the cost of construction) in lieu of a 

performance and labor materials and performance bond. 

 

In a motion made by Ed Eckenrode and seconded by Dave Weber, the Board 

unanimously approved a set aside agreement for Arden Woods Phase 1 (RCAP), for the 

full cost of construction of $312,905 in lieu of performance and labor materials and 

performance bond.  

 

The Phase 7 total escrow deposit required is $69,955.65 (15% the cost of construction); 

the existing escrow deposit is $36,774.75; the remaining deposit necessary is $33,180.90, 

while the actual deposit is $37,956.30, or an excess of $4,775.40). This reflects the cost 

of the construction of three manholes. 

 

In a motion made by Ed Eckenrode and seconded by Dave Weber, the Board 

unanimously approved a set aside agreement for Arden Woods Phase 7 (Duplex), for the 

full cost of construction of $466,371.  

 

• It was discovered through responding to an emergency PA One Call, related to a gas line 

at Brookview Farms Phase 2 being hit, that a developer relocated electrical lines to the 

sewer trenches. As this was deemed unacceptable, the Authority suspended tap fees until 

the electrical lines were relocated. After onsite meetings with the developers, the lines 

were relocated, concreted encased where it was needed, and the lines were re-tested. The 

Manager is awaiting updated as-built drawings. 

 

Dave Weber asked whether the lines were in plastic conduit. The Manager said yes, but 

manholes were also hit. Contractors retested them to ensure that manhole integrity was 

not compromised.  

 

Ron Lutz asked why they moved the electrical line. The Manager said the developer told 

her that they wanted to move utilities off the parcel line. She explained that was not 

sufficient or adequate, that they presented one thing and did another, and that the Board 

could choose not to accept the lines due to breach of contract until the developers met the 

design they originally proposed. 
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The Engineer said this should be addressed in the Rules and Regulations to prevent future 

occurrences. The Manager suggested finding a way to work more closely with and 

educate municipalities and contractors to prevent these instances. 

 

Tim Kenney asked whether the Authority obtains easements during development. The 

Manager said that is planned for and recorded based on the as-built drawings (typically a 

20-foot easement). The Engineer added that the Authority does not have exclusive rights 

to the easement.  

 

Ed Eckenrode asked whether any videos or records of the installations are kept long term. 

The Manager said she has photos and several pages of meeting notes, so it is thorough 

and well-documented. Mr. Eckenrode asked whether the Rules and Regulations request 

developers to provide images. The Manager said that photos are taken of all sanitary 

installations during all inspections, but she suggested that perhaps the Rules and 

Regulations stipulate that developers provide visual evidence of other utility installations. 

The Engineer recommended adding a requirement to municipal regulations as far as 

subdivision as-built drawings including survey-grade documentation of all utilities. The 

Manager posited whether that could be included in the developer agreements. 

 

PAST DUE ACTIVITY 

 

On July 22, 2019, a total of 47 customers failed to respond to the 30-day past due notification 

and were posted for water shut-off. Payment was due on or before Aug. 5, 2019. Only customers 

on a public water service are included for shut off. Customers with a balance in excess of $20 

who are 60 days past due are included. 

 

  Zelienople  Jackson  Lancaster  Harmony  Total 

 May 2019  $30,757.23  $11,421.71  $992.50  $7,403.80  $50,575.24 

 July 2019  $23,239.05  $4,091.23  $707.57  $5,989.45  $33,997.30 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

• Tim Kenney spoke with Zelienople Borough Manager Don Pepe in regard to storm water 

on East New Castle Street. Mr. Pepe said that the Borough allows water to be discharged 

to the roadway as long as there is a storm sewer that can accept it, and rain gardens are 

encouraged. Mr. Kenney suggested reviewing Borough storm water ordinances to 

determine how rain water is impacting the sanitary system, because rain water is entering 

the sanitary sewer system and backing up into basements. The Manager said the Borough 

will allow rain water to be discharged to the street, but, in practice, they strongly 

discourage it, because in winter it can create hazards.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

• Tim Kenney asked whether GIS could include CCTV inspection data. Televising lines 



 

 
9 

reveals flaws in the lines. If the data is collected at the onset, it could be added to a 

master data base. The Manager said that matter could be addressed by the Facilities 

Committee and added to the developer portion of the updated Rules and Regulations. 

There have been instances where lines passed testing, but problems were later found that 

televising would have found during inspection. Mr. Kenney recommended that all 

inspections be conducted to the same standard. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

The Board entered executive session at 8:56 p.m. for the purpose of discussing potential 

litigation and exited at 9:26 p.m.  

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

As there was no further business to discuss, Tom Zinkham motioned to adjourn, seconded by Ed 

Eckenrode, and the Aug. 8, 2019 Regular Meeting adjourned at 9:26 p.m.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,   

 

Nicole Peffer, Recording Secretary 

Western Butler County Authority  


