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WESTERN BUTLER COUNTY AUTHORITY 
607 MARKET STREET 

ZELIENOPLE, PA  16063 

(724) 452-5501 

 

Regular Meeting Minutes - September 12, 2019 
 

CALL TO ORDER:   

 

A quorum was reached, and after reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Chairman Thomas Tomayko 

called the September 12, 2019 meeting of the Western Butler County Authority Board of 

Directors to order at 7 p.m. 

PRESENT ON ROLL CALL: 

 

The following board members were in attendance:   

 

Ed Eckenrode 

Tim Kenney 

Paul J. Kremer Jr.  

Ron Lutz  

Greg Such (arrived at 7:02 p.m.) 

Thomas Tomayko  

Thomas Zinkham 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

 

Manager Autumn Heckathorn 

Facilities supervisor Keith Warner 

Solicitor Matt Racunas 

Consulting Engineer Chad Hanley 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Dave Weber 

 

VISITORS: 

 

No visitors were in attendance. 

MINUTES:    

In a motion made by Ron Lutz and seconded by Ed Eckenrode, the Board of Directors 

unanimously approved the August 8, 2019, Regular Meeting Minutes, as amended. 
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BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

A list of bills in the amount of $77,909.75 was presented to the Board of Directors in the form of 

an Expense by Vendor summary with checks dated September 12, 2019. Manager Autumn 

Heckathorn answered questions that board members had regarding the bills.   

 

In a motion made by Tom Zinkham and seconded by Ron Lutz, the Western County Authority 

Board of Directors unanimously approved all of the bills for payment as presented by the 

Manager in an Expense by Vendor summary, with checks dated September 12, 2019. Tim 

Kenney abstained from voting on State Pipe Service, Inc.  

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY: 

 

The Secretary had nothing to report. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES: 

Personnel Committee  

 

The Committee will begin personnel reviews in October. 

Finance Committee 

 

Ron Lutz reported that the Authority’s certificates of deposit are maturing, and recommended 

depositing the accrued interest in a third 5-month CD so the earnings are insured.  

 

The Manager explained that the Authority would roll its two Certificates of Deposit (of $250,000 

each) into a new five-month CD at a rate earning 1.98% , and the earnings will be deposited into 

a third five-month CD at a rate earning 2%. 

 

In a motion made by Ed Eckenrode and seconded by Ron Lutz, the Board unanimously approved 

to roll the Authority’s existing Certificates of Deposit into a new five-month CD and reinvest the 

interest in a third five-month CD. 

  

Facilities Maintenance Committee  

 

Committee matters were addressed in the Engineer’s report. 

Administrative Review Committee  

 

The Committee had nothing to report. 
 

REPORT OF THE SOLICITOR: 

 

The Solicitor highlighted the following report items: 
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• Zelienople Borough granted a variance for the Herman Pump Station Project. The next 

step is to prepare and present the Borough planning commission a land development 

application. The Solicitor explained that the Authority will need to discuss whether it is 

legally required to go through process.  

 

• Drafted and presented Resolution 09-19 laying out procedures for writing off bad debt. 

The Manager explained that it was the Accountant’s recommendation that the Authority’s 

adopt a resolution to manage bad debt.  

 

The resolution includes practices already in place to collect past due balances, but adds a 

provision to write off bad debt. The Board can elect to address uncollectable debt on a 

monthly or annual basis. At the Manager’s discretion, uncollectible accounts can be 

reviewed by the Finance Committee and a decision regarding further action can be made. 

 

Tim Kenney asked whether multi-tenant units are an issue. The Manager explained that 

landlords typically act when they learn a tenant is behind in sewer bill payments, because 

they are responsible for tenants’ bad debt. She said customers with wells and broken curb 

boxes in Zelienople are the main issue, because the Authority is not able to shut off their 

water service. 

 

Paul Kremer asked how properties with wells are addressed. The Manager explained that 

they these accounts are examined on a case-by-case basis to determine whether it is worth 

pursuing, and only written off as a last resort. She cited the example of a home that was 

demolished after a cash sale when there was a municipal lien for many years against the 

property. 

 

In a motion made by Ron Lutz and seconded by Ed Eckenrode, the Board unanimously 

adopted Resolution 09-19 addressing bad debt. 

 

REPORT OF THE ENGINEER: 

 

• Herman Pump Station: Concentrating on items of design and permitting, completing 

the railroad occupancy permit, and working on technical specifications as to where Pump 

Station sits.  

 

• ACT 537 Plan: Layouts will be presented in October. 

 

• Perry Highway South Sewer Extension: Requesting that Jackson Township provides a 

letter to the Authority stating the Township’s financial commitment to the project.  

 

• The DEP issued final approval on the Foxwood Trail pump station. 

 

Ed Eckenrode asked whether other property owners will be able to tie in. The Engineer 

explained that the pump station is designed to serve 160 homes and factored in future 

capacity. 
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REPORT OF THE MANAGER: 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

 

• The Oct. 10 Board meeting was moved to Oct. 17. Notification will be published in the 

Butler Eagle and reminders will be sent to Board members. 

 

• The annual Christmas Party will be booked during the October meeting.  

 

• In a motion made by Ron Lutz and seconded by Ed Eckenrode, the Board unanimously 

approved to open an escrow account for the Harmony Place development. 

 

• Zelienople Borough requested a declaration of temporary easement to remove trees from 

the tributary behind the water treatment plant. The Manager recommended that Authority 

staff remove the trees. The Engineer confirmed it can be done without DEP permission. 

 

• In a motion made by Greg Such and seconded by Ron Lutz, the Board unanimously 

accepted the new WBCA logo design. 

 

• In a motion made by Greg Such and Ron Lutz, the Board unanimously accepted the 

WBCA Illegal Connections and Public Relations brochure. 

 

The brochure will be available on the WBCA web site. In addition, HIP Printing will 

print and distribute the brochure to customers at an estimated cost of approximately 

$2,500.  

 

TREATMENT PLANT 

 

• In a motion made by Ron Lutz and seconded by Ed Eckenrode, the Board voted 

unanimously to approve Insight Pipe Costars’ quote for end-to-end lining under the 

Sewer Rehab Capital Project in the amount of $111,032.28.  

 

SEWER SYSTEM REPORT 

 

• Scenic Ridge: The Manager cut off tap fees due to several issues and plans to meet with 

the developer. Lateral lines for single family homes and quad units in Phases 2 and 3, 

respectively, were installed without contacting the Authority for inspection. The 

developer also failed to meet the deadline for obtaining a utility locator. The Manager 

will keep the Board apprised of developments in resolving the situation. 

  

• Spring Valley Phase 2 site contractor wants to start construction, but nothing has been 

approved. 

 

• Walnut Ridge as-builts have been received and have met all criteria for the project.  
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In a motion made by Ron Lutz and seconded by Paul Kremer, the Board voted 

unanimously to release Sequestered Account No. 2 (performance, labor, and materials) in 

the full amount of $73,679.98. 

 

In a motion made by Paul Kremer and seconded by Ed Eckenrode, the Board voted 

unanimously to accept a letter of dedication for the Walnut Ridge lines to WBCA.  

 

In a motion made by Ed Eckenrode and seconded by Paul Kremer, the Board voted 

unanimously to accept the 18-month maintenance bond line of credit 1248 with 

Community Bank in the amount of $58,278.60, which is 15% of the projects cost of 

construction. 

 

• A reduction request for work completed at Arden Woods was substantiated. 

 

In a motion made by Greg Such and seconded by Ron Lutz, the Board voted unanimously 

to accept a reduction request for work completed at Arden Woods offsite letter of credit in 

the amount of $28,078, leaving a balance of $5,100. 

 

The installation of new power line utility poles were within the tolerances of the sanitary 

line, which was televised to ensure there was no damage. HRG sent a letter to Penn 

Power memorializing the conflict. 

 

In a motion made by Ed Eckenrode and seconded by Greg Such, the Board voted 

unanimously to grant Arden Woods Phase 7 reduction request No. 1 in the amount of 

$416,662.80, leaving a remaining balance of $49,708.20. 

 

• Brookview Farms Phase 2 electric lines were relocated and are satisfactory to WBCA 

standards. The Manager requested a motion to amend Line of Credit No. 431 with 

Washington Financial for the purpose of transitioning from a performance/labor and 

materials bond to a maintenance bond. The amended amount is $23,957, or 15% the cost 

of construction.  

 

In a motion made by Paul Kremer and seconded by Ron Lutz, the Board voted 

unanimously to amend Brookview Farms Phase 2’s Line of Credit No. 431 with 

Washington Financial to $23,957 for the purpose of transitioning from a 

performance/labor and materials bond to an 18-month maintenance bond. 

 

In a motion made by Ron Lutz and seconded by Paul Kremer, the Board voted 

unanimously to accept ownership of the Brookview Farms Phase 2 sanitary sewer lines. 

 

• Foxwood Trails’ gravity portion is under review and the final design has been approved. 

 

In a motion made by Ed Eckenrode and seconded by Ron Lutz, the Board voted 

unanimously to accept a sequestered account with Community Bank in lieu of the 

performance/labor and materials bonds in the amount of $246,518.02, which is 115% the 
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cost of construction. 

 

• Sippel Development final walkthrough revealed significant issues and damage to lines. 

Repairs are planned.  

 

• In a motion made by Ed Eckenrode and seconded by Greg Such, the Board voted 

unanimously to approve a labor and materials bond and performance bond in the amount 

of $41,000 for the Meinert Sewer Extension. 

 

PAST DUE ACTIVITY 

 

On Aug. 23, 2019, a total of 16 customers failed to respond to the 30-day past due notification 

and were posted for water shut-off. Payment was due on or before Aug. 5, 2019. Only customers 

on a public water service are included for shut off. Customers with a balance in excess of $20 

who are 60 days past due are included. 

 

  Zelienople  Jackson  Lancaster  Harmony  Total 

 July 2019  $23,239.05  $4,091.23  $707.57  $5,959.45  $33,997.30 

 August 2019  $23,733.30  $7,747,20  $1,350.42  $6,853.15  $39,684.07 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

No old business was discussed. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

• Ron Lutz raised the issue of a customer who owns vacant property on East New Castle 

Street. He is paying $30 per month to keep a tap open, but should only be billed $15 per 

month. The Manager said she would follow up with billing to ensure the customer is 

billed properly. 

 

• The Solicitor announced his resignation due to a business shift in his firm that has forced 

him to reduce his municipal clientele. He expressed his appreciation to the Board and his 

intent to assist with a smooth transition as the Board hires a new solicitor. Board 

members thanked him for his service. 

 

The Manager said she would prepare and advertise requests for proposals in preparation 

for selecting a new solicitor during the November meeting. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

The Board entered executive session at 8:32 p.m. to discuss PA One Call, and exited at 8:55 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 
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As there was no further business to discuss, Ron Lutz motioned to adjourn, seconded by Tom 

Zinkham, and the September 12, 2019 Regular Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

  

Respectfully Submitted,   

 

Nicole Peffer, Recording Secretary 

Western Butler County Authority 


